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Story 8 


Ко Inoue 


iji Yoshikawa 


IS 
THERE 
ALWAYS 
THIS 
MUCH 
SNOW? 


THE 
WINTERS 


ў ТАМ 
Й YOSHIOKA 
Я DENSHICHIRO... 


IN THE 
PAST, I USED 
MY FATHER'S 
NAME TO 
INTIMIDATE 
OTHERS. 


I 
FIGHT 


NOW TO 


PRESERVE 
HIS 
НОМОК. 


Mm a 
WU 


КУОТО 
АТ ТНЕ 
END OF 
THE NINTH 
YEAR OF 
THE KEICHO 
ERA (ЮОЧ). 


TEN DAYS 
PRIOR 
TO THIS 
INCIDENT... 


(YOSHIOKA DENSHICHIRO CHALLENGES MIYAMOTO MLISASHI TO А 
DUEL TO BE HELD AT THE COURTYARD OF RENGEOIN TEMPLE 
ON THE NINTH DAY OF THE NEW YEAR.) 


9071 


THIS IS 
THE FIGHT 
EVERYONES 
BEEN 
TALKING 
ABOUT. 


У MIYAMOTO N 3 
MUSASHI, А 
МАМ WITH 
ОШТЕ THE 
GROWING Ж 
REPHTATION. Ñ 
ВЕ سا‎ | а E UNDERSTAND 
STUPID. | ча POSTED UF Я WHY АМУОМЕ 


CHALLENGE | А” | WOULD SEEK 
FROM THE ር UN 


YOSHIOKA 
SECOND DENSHICHIRO 
SON OF THE 
YOSHIOKA 
SCHOOL 
AGAINST... 


THAT'S 
THE FATE 
OF THOSE 
BORN INTO 

THE 
REPUTABLE 
YOSHIOKA 


MUSASHI MAY 
BE STRONG, 
BUT HE'S IN 


YOSHIOKA 
SEIJÜRO:! 


% NS 


DN 
1 1 : 
т 


27۵ 


1 


Ж / 


% АХ 


CUT 
DOWN THE 
YOLINGER 

BROTHER, THEN 
THE OLDER 
BROTHER WILL 
HAVE TO 


7 


Ж EN НАУЕМТ 


mmm; 
99 


IF ITS А 
REPHTATION 
YOURE AFTER, 
| THEN YOURE 
WASTING 
YOUR TIME 
WITH THE 


"P 
/| 
я 


a 
۸ 


| | 7 7 
| |. 0) 


ITS THE 
УАСУШ5 
ЕКА. 


ТНЕ 
YOSHIOKA'S 
TIME HAS 
PASSED. 


THE ONE 


ГМ AFTER, 


SEIJORO. 


NOT THE 
YOSHIOKA 


HAVENT 


||| | CHANGED 


EITHER. 


IM JUST 

MAKING ላ 
GOOD ON МУ 
PROMISE TO ٤ 


9 


| DENSHICHIRO. ê 
ፈዬ 


ОЛО, 
| ኒነ ላኣኒነ።። 42 


` ٨ SN FAS 
` ХО M 7 Y 
ده‎ ۸٢ // ھ٤‎ 
= à А 


...THEN 
YOU МАУ 
BE CALLED 
INVINCIBLE. 


THAT'S HOW 
TO EARN 
THE RIGHT 

TO BE 
CALLED 
INVINCIBLE. 


|" h 


DEFEAT 
EVERYONE الم‎ 
STRONGER |6 
THAN YOU... 


KEEP 
CUTTING 
Y EVERYONE 
DOWN, UNTIL 
YOU'RE THE 


nr 
ME 


PERHAPS 
YOLI WERE 
МОКЕ 
MATURE 
LAST YEAR. 


x 


4 


EW а 


ЖУ. LE 


Aly //‏ )لا 
Za‏ 


J^ 


سوا 
YES 171720:‏ مک کے ДОВ.‏ 


2 


PLEASE DO ٢ ЧО 7/0 | DRINK YOUR 
FORGIVE || ж ІЙ | SAKE WITH 


МУ |! е ыы = E ار‎ SUCH 
RUDENESS. 1 - Ë | 7 ያ RELISH. 


BELIEVE TA 
HAVING DRINKS 


WITH 7HE 8 
SASAKI КОЛКО ЖЕ 
«ТК 


Am 
MIGHT NOT 
BE THE MOST 
у CULTIVATED 
ў GENTLEMAN IN THE 
LAND, ВИТ AS A 
MAN WHO LIVES 
BY THE SWORD, 


THERE ARE 
SWORDSMEN 


TIONS FALL 
FAR BELOW 
| THEIR GREAT 
X ABILITIES... 


AS PRUNK 
AS I АМ, 
УОП STILL 


WAS RIGHT 
ABOUT 


BUT I HAVE 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
ELSEWHERE, SO 

I COULDNT 

POSSIBLY 

ACCEPT HIS 


A CERTAIN 
DAIMYO 
HAS BEEN 
PESTERING 


HAD TO BE SURE 
I COLILD GIVE 
YOU MY КЕСОМ- А 
MENDATION. ار‎ 


CARE OF THE 
MATTER OF THE 
RECOMMENDATION 
FEE-AS LA SURE 

YOURE WELL AWARE, 

ITS CUSTOMARY IN. / 
THIS SORT OF 
SITUATION. 


/ 2 Г Ñ 
AHF) У 
ووي‎ 4 
TT. 


FEEL 
ЕМРТУ 
INSIDE... 


ALREADY 
HERE IN 
КУОТО... 


š 
Š 
ë 


(YOSHIOKA КЕМРО) |! 


ENE = 


INNOCENT 
LOOK OF 
A CHILD... 


A 
| OSS | HAPPENED 


? 


ш 


SEEING HIM Й 
SMILING AT 
OUR POST 

JUST 


ME WITH 
ЕА5Е// 


АМСЕКЕР 
МЕ ТО № 
END... 


TOOK А 
SWING AT 
WORSE THAN 
HIS BITE. 


Dk 


1 
N ህሥዎ 
/7/ ۸۳ 


; — HE JUST 
OTHERWISE, SIGHED AND 
YOUD us WALKED 

LOOKING 
FOR YOUR AWAY. 


LIRE HE 
WAS BORED. 


OWN HEAD. 


THAT WAS 
SASAKI 
KOJIRO. 


| 
መ ١ 


IN 
mL 


0 ነ | 1 
ІШІ 
| ۱ 


LONG ARE 
YOU GOING 
TO STAND 
THERE LIKE 
THAT? 


AREN'T 
YOU GOING 
TO THE 
PLEASURE 
QUARTERS? 


HOW 
DARE 
you 
SAY 


YOUR 
YEAR OF 
TRAINING 

WAS 
POINTLESS. 


PERHAPS 
YOU'VE 
REACHED 
YOUR FULL | 


E! 
TRAINING 
SESSION!// 


THE 7 
ANGERED Б 
STATE IM ЁЙ 


GUARANTEES 
– | ABOUT МУ 
"| CONTROL--YOUR 
LIFE MAY BE 
N IN JEOPARDY. 


еб 
ЇЙЇ 
2 


1 


you 
WERE 
RAISED 
IN THE 
YOSHIOKA 
SCHOOL... 


WHILE 
MUSASHI IS 
A WILD 
BEAST FROM 
THE 
MOUNTAINS. 


YEAR OF 
TRAINING 
WAS TIME 
ILL SPENT, 


ONE OF YOU 
IS LESS 
POLISHED 


сит HIM 
DOWN WHEN 
THAT FIRE 
\\ BROKE OUT. 


INSTEAD, 
YOU MADE 
A DATE TO 
MEET HIM 


LIKE А 
SILLY 
LITTLE 
GIRL. 


PLEASURE 


QUARTERS. 人 


SEIJURO 


STANDING ቺ A ዘቦ AGAINST 
BEFORE Ü | THE ENTIRE 
SEKISHOSAL, | ма WI CASTLE AND 


I WAS DID NOT 


I TRY SO 
HARD TO 
CATCH UP 


7 
Н 0 ni 
Ж ТИ 


s / 1 THINK 
I HAD “a 
an і “77 TOO MUCH 
S. THE CHANCE | ABOUT THE 
ER መ] WAY OF THE 


THE 


ON "FACING | SEKISHÍISAI. “А — SWORD. 
INVINCIBLE.” > | 


/ BUTI 
WORSHIPPED 


THE MASTER, 7۲ 18 | IM TOO 


SO HE и Я < 
НАР ТО ВЕ | : аты We 


GREAT. Fe WORLD 
l ss, 


ASSUMED 
НЕР BE 
INVINCIBLE. 


07۶7 

ў N j 4 

ms JUST ٢ AR EN. : 
A BLADE PM CC 
MADE ; wer |: UN 

TO CUT 


MEANS 
I DIDNT 
OSE. 


THERE 
__ | WAS No 
Ес MATCH. 


YEARS 
OF 
CUTTING 
PEOPLE 
DOWN. 


34747) ыу 


ТНАТ 5 
WHAT I 


'LL KEEP 
CUTTING DOWN 
I FIGLIRE 
IT OUT. 


I 
MEN UNTIL 


AAA 


NOT 
DONE 
WITH IT 
УЕТ... 


ІП 


=> 
чу 
$ 
= 
& 
5 
5 


YOURE 
GETTING 
OLDER NOW. 
ITS ABOUT 
TIME YOU 
FIND A 
PATRON. 


І CANT | 


WASTE 
HER ON А 
СИЗТОМЕВ 
LIKE YOL. 


SHE MIGHT 
END UP 
MARRIED TO 
THE HEAD OF 
THE YOSHIOKA 


1 ` | \ 


I WANT 


TO BLY 
AKEAI!! 


| МОТ DO THAT 


TYPE OF 


МАККУ 
INTO THE 
YOSHIOKA 
FAMILY? 


1 ТИ 


/ | 


WE 
HAVE 
PLENTY 
OF OTHER 
GIRLS. 


ITS 
STARTING 


THE 
PARENTAL 
BOND 
МОНТ BE 


/ 


CA 


INTIMATE, 
< BUT... 


Yi 


N 


„МУ 
BROTHER 5 
АКМ WAS 


EVER SLICED 


^ 
1 


р, 4 4 КУ; 
1...“ መጦ | 


Z 1 
Й || 
И. 


И 


P 


cl 
WOLILD FEEL 
THE PAIN 
JUST AS IF 
IT WERE 
MY VERY 


ALL 
THE MORE 
SO BECASE 
HE IS SO 
OBSESSED 


HE USED 
TO BE 
CALLED 


MANY CHARMS. 
MAKE HIM 
LOSE HIS 

EDGE. 


THE 
SON OF А 


ISTR 
ТНАТ$ MISTRESS 
RIGHT. HOW 
COULD HE BE 
OSUGI'S AT 


HER AGE? 


MISTRESS. 


5 У 
YOU RERTHE ۱ 
СНШОТОЕ A YOURE 


MISTRESS. || NOT HER 
y) REAL 


SON. 


THAT WAS... 
A CHILDHOOD 
МЕМОКУ. 


MY 
CHILDHOOD 

.SWEETHEART 

с AND 

|. FIANCEE... 


THE REAL 
TRUTH OF . 
THE MATTER” | 
ም - 


IS 


SHE МЮНТ 
NOT HAVE 
REALIZED IT 
HERSELF, ВИТ 
I KNEW. 


SHES МОКЕ 
CONNECTED 
ТО ТАКЕ2О 
ТНАМ ТО МЕ. 


УОП SLEEP 
SO WELL 
NEXT TO À 
COMPLETE 
STRANGER! 


TALK TO... 


SOAEONE 
WHO KNOWS 
AE AS 
MATAHACHI... 


f I WANT 
TO SEE 
SOMEONE 


.. SOMEONE 
WHO WON'T 
CALL ME 
KOJIRO... 


HES THE 
ONE WHOS | 


IS 
МУАМОТО 
MUSASHI 
NUMB TO THE 


OF 
WINTER?! 


WATCHING 


ANOTHER 
GUEST SAID 
HES A FAMOUS 
SWORDSAAN 
CALLED MIYA- 


MOTO MUSASHI. 


THIS FEELING 
IVE HAD 
FOR THE 
PAST FEW 

DAYS... 


CIT'S FREEZING.) 


Т/І 


WA 
| / 


ГІШ 
|| | | m 
| NN 


መ 0 ЛТ 
/ (І 
| | ዘ! 1 
| ў | | 
|| | | | | 
| | КШ 
|| | | ዘ 


THIS < o / WHAT? 
IS SO YOURE 
SUDDEN. || x LEAVING? 


DID WE 
DISPLEASE 


РАСК МЕ 
$ОМЕ RICE 
BALLS FOR 

«THE ROAD? 


ТНАТ 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI 

IS SUCH 

| AN ODD 
<, FELLOW... 


AUSTNT 
GET PRE- 


PREOCCUPIED. 


وش تت 


THAT!! 
መመ 


THE МОКЕ 
PREOCCUPIED | 
УОП ARE, 
\ ТНЕ STIFFER 


AMAZING 
IVE 
MANAGED TO 
SURVIVE 
THIS FAR. 


— ር 


I 


TO REVERSE Ç “ы 


| THE FLOW ОР . YSELF 
ALL THE | д МЕ or 
BLOOD IN / a 
MY VEINS. 2 


PREPARE 
3 MYSELF... 
...DOES ' 
THAT 
МЕАМ I 
WAS PRE- 
ОССИРЕР? 


J 
ЖҰ 


۳۷۷/۱۷۷۰ ۰۲ 


THIS 
LIFE OF 
CUTTING 


FOR 
SURVIVAL... 
IS THAT 


SURVIVE 
FIGHT AFTER 
FIGHT By 
СНАМСЕ... 


IS ТНАТ 
THE POINT 
OF IT 


THAT WOLLLD 
AEAN AY 
SWORD 
HAS BEEN 
УМТЕНЕ. 


[ГОМ ОЕТ 
PREOCCUPIED! 


THOSE 
DESTINED 


ONE 
CONTINUES 
ТО СИТ МЕМ 
DOWN ТО 
КЕАСН ТНАТ 
STATE. 


IF ГУЕ 
ALREADY 


THOSE 
WHO 
DESERVE 
TO 
WIN... 


IS IT EVEN 
NECESSARY 
TO FIGHT? 


ITS BEEN 
SO LONG 
SINCE WE 


SHE WAS 

LOOKING 

FORWARD 
TO IT. 


А 
ввева pads pay ct 


САЎ EHE 
27 PERE HH 3 wie SS 7- S 
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32111 


| THE BELLS 
OF NEW 

YEAR`S EVE, 
ОТП. 


WANT TO 


u ር 
UNLIKE J 
ml NG \ Se 


\ ANA) 
| САМА 
Ч 0 ٢ ў № WN 

к. ۵ Al 0 2۷0 М 0 09 ۹ 


7 AND ТНАТ 
BASTARD 
MUSASHI... 


۴ ONLY 
AFTER THAT 
5 


HOULD 
ТНЕУ ВЕ 
KILLED... 


WHY 
BRING 
TAKEZO 
INTO 
THIS?! 


IT WAS 
YOUR SON 
WHO 
BETRAYED 
ME!: 


HE 
BETRAYED 
ME!! 


„ВИТ I 
FIGURED 
МЕР MEET 
AGAIN SOON 
ЕМОЦОН. 


( RIGHT | С 
2! | 


7 


74 
/ WE MISSED 
EACH OTHER 
AT THE 
УАСУП 
CLAN... 


“ሚኢ نټ‎ 


so 
УОП TRIED \ 
ТО СНОКЕ 
ТНАТ OLD 


KNOWING THAT 
OLD LADY, IM 
SURE SHES 
TRAMPLING 
ABOLIT ON HER 

_ JOURNEY. 


SHE WASNT 
HURT. 
WHAT'S 
DONE IS 
DONE. 


OTSII, 
УОП LOOK 
AN AWFUL 
LOT LIKE 
MUSASHI 

RIGHT 


ГР NEVER 
KNOWN 
ТНЕМ АТ 


ALL. A 


ፎሪ pS 


7ء7272 
WISH TD‏ 
STAYED AN‏ 
ORPHAN‏ 
WITH NO‏ 
TIES.‏ 


WHEN I 
DIDNT HAVE 
ANYBODY, SHE 
PROVIDED AE 

WITH À 


„ЈЕ 0 
KNOWN I 
WAS GOING 
TO BE 


REJECTED 
LIKE THIS... 


= 


RUMOR 


HAS IT THAT 

HE'S LOOKING 

TO FIGHT THE 
YOSHIOKA 
IN KYOTO. 


5 


Wiz 


LIGHT IS 
FLICKERING 


you 
STILL 
Д HAVE 
|| MUSASHI. 


УАбУЙ 
WANTED МЕ 
ТО REAIND 

УОП ТНАТ HIS 
PLACE WOLLD 
ALWAYS BE 


...BLIT 
从 AINTAIN- 
ING YOUR 
BONDS WITH 
OTHERS IS A 


HES 
BEING 
RECKLESS 
AGAIN?! 


yoURE ` 
TALKING 


STILL 
HALF 
ASLEEP. 


GO TO 
KYOTO! 


GREET THE 
COMING OF 
THE NEW 
YEAR WITH 
A TRAINING 
SESSION. 


AS IS 
OUR 
TRADITION 


THE TEN 
SWORDSAEN № 

OF THE 
УОБНЮКА!! 


У МЕ ~ 
DEDICATE 
THIS NEW 

YEAR`S 
TRAINING 
SESSION TO J 


SHALL BE 
TRAINING 


THE DAY OF } WITH YOL... 
YOUR MATCH '- 

AGAINST 

MIYAMOTO 

МЦЗАЗНІ!! 


OTAGURO 
НУОЗИКЕ!/ 


KOBASHI 


KURANDO 
ያ 


OTHER, THERES 
NO NEED TO 
ANNOLINCE 
OURSELVES... 


THIS 15 EMBANMASSING. 


GION 
TOSI 
IS STILL 
MISSING... 


BUT THE 
REST OF US, 
THE TEN 
SWORDS OF 
THE YOSHIOKA, 
SHALL SERVE 
AS YOUR 
TRAINING 
OPPONENTS/! 


е 
1 


W У 1 .. 
. ۸ 
NT, 


YOUR YEAR 
d: OF TRAINING 

DONT YOU N WAS TIME 
UNDERSTAND, ТҮЙ ILL ЗРЕМТ, 
SEIJÜRO? ШЕЛІ DENSHICHIRO. 


POLISHED 
NOW? 


۸8 illl J | | 


NEEDED 
THAT 
TIAE TO 
GROW. 


00 


ГМ STILL 
GROWING, 
Bite MY 
22: BROTHER. 


IF I 


га COULD 
WOULDN'T SOAR 
BE ABLE HIGH IN 
TO SEE THE 
THE ANTS CLOUDS 
CRAWLING LIKE AN 
ALONG THE EAGLE... 


GROUND. 


THEY 
ARE > 

<° THERE. 
په‎ 


11. '[ “> 
7 ۷ | 


BECAUSE || 


A [EVEN | 
ظا‎ ХОШ. 


7 


/ ST. 
GOING 


7 


Р 
7 EX 7 


РАИ, 
መ 2 7 


М 


EN 
N 


TAL 


Sk 
ss 


<. 
۰ 


ПА 7 


77 
C7 
17 


УИ 


/ 
(Л 
Р 
4 
4 


| 
{ 


END UP 
FREEZING TO 
DEATH IN 
THIS COLD. 


ON NEW 
YEAR'S DAY. 


MY 
BODY'LL 
FREEZE. 


UTILIZING 
A SURPRISE 
ATTACK, 
WAIT UNTIL 
YOUR 
OPPONENT'S 


THE DRY 
LEAVES 
BURN 
REALLY 


MAYBE 
ILL SPREAD 
THE FIRE 
ОНТ A 
BIT... 


SOAEONE 
DIED IN 
BATTLE 

HERE... 


COULD BE 
APPLIED TO 
THE WAY 
OF THE 
SWORD... 


COAE TO 
THINK OF IT, 
THIS ISNT 
THE MOST 
PLEASANT 


Ay 
|| 1 | ۳مھ‎ 


\\\\ 
(ай 0+009 1 
| zu | QN 
00۰۰ ۷۳ NN 


N 


ALWAYS BEEN | 
PREPARED 
TO SACRIFICE 


TRAIN WITH 
А RAW 


ГМ 
НАРРУ 
ТНАТ I 
МАУ ВЕ 

OF SOME 
SERVICE 


PLETELY 
` | CRUSHED. 


IVE BEEN 
WITH THE 

YOSHIOKA 
FOR 22 


YOL SEE, 
DENSHICHIRO 


„ОМ 
THIS NIGHT, 
I AA GLAD 

THAT I 

STAND 

BEFORE 
УОП. 


OF THIS ARA 
AS MUSASHI'S, 
NOT SOME 
USELESS 


LOG! 
ON GUARD, 


OR ILL 
BEAT YOU 
SENSELESS. 


NOW 
THEN, 
DENSHICHIRÓ 


SENSEI/! ” 


МОТ ВЕ 
РЕРЕАТЕР. 


//// 
N, 


SEIJURO 
11 


ТНЕУ`УЕ 
ВЕЕМ 
АМОМО МУ 
TEACHERS 


/ 
/ 


MW | 
Ци 


ў j >: 


you 

WERE 

THE ONE | |" 77 
WATCHING | 1 j^ 


I TRIED 
TO ATTACK 
УОП FROM 
BEHIND... 


ENGAGE IN 
SOME SORT OF Ü | 
SENSATIONAL / 

FIGHT. 


Ш 


| || 
| | M 


ገሸ 


... THIS 
ISNT THE 
| oec ОШМЕ 

SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS// 


(4 


[ 


т ~ 
e = 
зо 
< 
— >< 
: ul 


WHAT I 
WANTED. 


(СОЦІО YOU REPEAT THAT?) 


SNEAKING 
IN THE 


„ТО 
KILL ONE 
WHOS А 

THREAT 
AGAINST 
YOUR 


...THIS 
IS 
WHAT I 
WANTED. 


..I ВЕТ 
THIS ISN T 
THE FIRST 


TIME YOU'VE | 
RESORTED TO 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS. 


У 
ЕЯ 
я!!! 


0 
[ 


DN 
(МА 


YOU CALL 
YOURSELF 


SCHOOL? 


HOW 
DARE HE 
SHOW UP 
ALL OF А 
SUDDEN 


LIKE THIS. 


M ACTUALLY 
I GUESS 
HE SLOWLY 
SNUCK UP 


"እ К: 7 
DEN 
a 7 %% ра 


#186| Altercation 
After Dark 


THATS 
THE WORST 
THAT COULD 

HAPPEN, I 
SUPPOSE... 


IF WE 
TALK 
FIRST? 


AND FALL 
PREY TO 
A LAME 
SURPRISE 


SO... 
SHALL 
WE GET 
STARTED 
THEN? 
YES, 
BEFORE 
IT GETS 
ANY 


/ 


۷ y Я 


۴ 


1 
٢ 


CO‏ ای 
v‏ 4 
۸ 

ШИ 
ژ, ,7ص‎ 


you 
AUST 
REALLY 
LIKE 
FIGHTING. 


OF 
COURSE 
I AA. 


МОВЕ 
SUBSTANTIAL. 


A YEAR 
AGO, HE 
WAS FLAT 


HE'S GOT 
MORE THAN 
JUST A 
SINGLE 
LAYER. 


1 MORE. | 
| ROUNDED. | 


I WENT 


STRAIGHT 


М HIS ATTACK 
5 IS HEAVY 
— LIKE WET 


\ = 


Т 


ም). 
| 


КМ HOW 
ары COLLD НЕ 

жаа” НАУЕ 
CHANGED 
SO MUCH 

IN A 


24 


1” ў 
NN ый 
Жы” 
NN 


MAGNIFICENT | 
STROKE, 

DENSHICHIRO 

; 1 


EXCUSE 


ME... 
DENSHICHIRO 
SENSE/// 


' / 
RIGHT, AND ITS NO EASY | 
THIS ONE, FEAT TO CHT 
НЕ`$ GOT OFF AN ARA 


THE THICKEST ` WITH ONE 


МИМВЕК ОР 
PRACTICE 


BN NN NS 


DEN- 
SHICHIRO 
SENSEI// 


AUSASHI 
IS 
NOTHING. 


PLEASURE 
н Y QUARTERS 
AGAIN... 


I ALST 
TRAIN 
WITH 
SEIJORO 
11 


ЙІ 


ሥ 


77 THERE WAS 
NO NEED FOR 
AE TO GO TO 
THE УАОУП. 1 
SHOLILD HAVE 

ASKED AY OWN 


BROTHER FOR 
INSTRUCTION. / 


CAN GROW 
STRONGER BY 
TRAINING 
WITH УОШ/ 


THE 

| WORST? 
CASE 

SCENARIO... 


I 
SUPPOSE 
THATS А 

POSSIBILITY... 


А 


АЦЫ Mi 
ANY, 
Wo AW. 


' й 


CWORST CASE SCENARIO...) 


CI WON'T MAKE MY DEADLINE.) 


BROTHER 
SEIJURO... 


YE. / 


MMM EL 


Zz 


I CAN GROW 
STRONGER 
ВУ TRAINING 
WITH you!! 


TALLER 
THAN МУ 
BROTHER... 


SINCE I 
COULD 
PHYSICALLY 

LOOK DOWN 
A ON HIM... 


/ Y DELUDED 


MYSELF 
WRONG WITH } ` INTO 


HAVING THINKING I 


I SOUGHT 
GUIDANCE 
FROM 
OTHERS. 


I CHASED 
AFTER THE 
LEGEND OF 
ТО ITTOSAL 
WHOM I 
EVENTUALLY 
MET. 


..I WAS 
DENYING 
MYSELF. 


7 you 
САМ TALK 


THERES 
NO NEED 
FOR УОП 
TO STAY 


IM 
RASSED. 


WOLILDNT THE 
DAWN OF THE 
NEW YEAR BE 
THE MOST FITTING 
OCCASION TO 
START SOMETHING 


"A I COULD NEVER 


DO IN THE 


PAST? 


ZEN 


x 
=ጅ 
= 


A 


H 


УШ 
W a ДЕ 


1 
AAN 


THERES NO 
POINT IN 
GETTING ТО | 
KNOW SOMEONE 

YOURE ABOUT 
TO KILL. 4 
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OF HIS DROOLING 


INSTEAD, HIS 
BODY HAD 
COAPLETELY 

TRANSFORAED 

WITH À 
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SENSE OF 
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SOLELY ON 
SEIJURO 5 

BLADE. 


HIS 
CONSCIOLISNESS, 
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SPREAD 
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WASN'T AWARE 


MOUTH. 


THIS WAS ONLY 
THE BEGINNING 
OF МИ$А$НГ$ 
EPIC BATTLE 
AGAINST THE 
ENTIRETY OF 
THE YOSHIOKA 


About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
of the best-selling manga SLAM DUMK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Critically 
acclaimed, Inoue received the 2000 Media Arts 
award for Manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well as the 2000 Kodansha Award for 
best manga for his work on VAGABOWD. In 2002, 
VAGABOND received the prestigious Tezuka award 
for best manga, and in 2003, Inoue was nominated 
for a 2003 Eisner Award for best writer/artist. To 
date VAGABOND has sold over 22 million copies 
throughout the world. In addition to his numerous 
manga titles, Inoue also created the character 
designs for the PlayStation basketball game, 7 
ON ONE. 


About VAGABOWD and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHI, is a fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was a master of the sword and was revered 
as а “sword-saint.” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords simultaneously—holding 
the long sword with the right hand and the short 
sword with the left. Musashi was also a master of 
the “gentler arts —ће was a master of sum/e (black 
ink drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 
were also based оп Yoshikawa's MUSASHI. Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
MUSASHI. Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu. 


A note on names: 


The names presented within the context of this 
manga are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order—surname followed by first name. "Miyamoto" 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and “Musashi” is 
his first name. The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
name first, last name second. “Takehiko” is the 
author's first name and “Inoue” is his last name. 


Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


A Brief Historical Overview 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a time of 
chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the 
shogunate, had grown increasingly weak and the land was effectively ruled 
autonomously by numerous daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their 
spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One 
daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by 
means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 
1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of Japan. One of 
Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became Nobunaga's successor 
to carry on the quest for unification. Through a process of conquest and 
conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating a federation amongst the daimyo, 
and by 1590, order was restored to Japan under Hideyoshi's rule. Hideyoshi's 
death in 1598, however, presented the question of succession. Most of the 
датуо from the domains in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and 
its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, however, leading the 
major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan's 
leadership. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino 
(located in present day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an 
overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively 
rule Japan for the next 250 years. The political stability that resulted put mass 
numbers of samurai out of work. Masterless samurai, known as ronin, were 
forced to wander the land to seek out employment. This, the beginning of the 
Edo Period (1600-1868), sets the stage for many of the period dramas and 
chambara sword-fighting films that have popularized the image of the samurai 
to a Western audience. 


Hozoin Spear Technique 

Created by the Buddhist monk Kakuzenbo Hoin In'ei (1521-1607) of Hozoin 
Temple, which was a sub-temple of Kofukuji Temple in Nara. This spear 
technique is typified by quick dexterous movements rather than the use of brute 
force. 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing his own 
style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo-ryu style of sword 
fighting under Kanemaki Jisai's instruction. 


Rengeoin 
Located in eastern Kyoto, Rengeoin Temple is more commonly referred to as 


Sanjusangendo. The main hall of Rengeoin features an amazing display of 1001 
Kannon Buddhist statues. 


Sasaki Kojiro (dates unknown) 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi, Kojiro is believed to have studied 
the Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruction of either Toda 
Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned for his 7subame-gaeshi, or 
"swallow-cut" technique which was inspired by the movement of a swallow in 
flight. 


Shinmen Takezo 
Miyamoto Musashi's boyhood name. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was 
appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji. Takuan was 
an important figure whose acute and brutally honest advice was sought by 
influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun 
Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and 
swordsmanship entitled THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential 
treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon 
radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder of the famed Yagyu- 
Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was 
one of Tokugawa's key generals at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was 
appointed as the official fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 
the Yagyu were appointed as the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of 
the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Koike's LOWE 
WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the downfall of Но Ogami, the general 
Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More 
specifically, Munenori's son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as а 
wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder 
of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered 
the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and then modified it to form the Yoshioka 
style. In the context of Inoue's VAGABOND, as well as іп Yoshikawa's 
MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro аге Кетро 5 sons who аге 
historically thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous 
occasions. 


Winner of the 2000 Media Arts Festival Award 
Recipient of the 2000 Kodansha Award for Best Manga 
Winner of the 2002 Tezuka Osamu Cultural Award 
Nominated for a 2003 Eisner Award for Best Writer/Artist 


The highly anticipated return of Vagabond—the story of the life 
and times of Miyamoto Musashi, a man striving for enlightenment 
by way of the sword, destined to become the most renowned 
samurai of all time! 


After one year, Musashi returns to 
Kyoto for a rematch with the 
Yoshioka brothers. Musashi is a 
changed man, but does he have 
what it takes to overcome the 
ferocity of the younger brother, 
Denshichiro, and the sublime skills of 
the older brother, Seijuro? 
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